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Recently several Callianassid specimens, white, measuring about 70mm in total 
length, and with characteristics of having the thick dactylus of larger cheliped, were 
sent to the present author by Dr. Kinji WADA of the Seto marine biological Station of 
Kyoto University in Wakayama Prefecture. This is the first record of Callianassa from 
Thailand, and seems to be a new species. 


Callianassa (Callichirus) ranongensis sp. nov. 


Material examined.—68, tl 30-70 mm, 19, tl 65mm, BLT 1704-1710, collected on 
muddy area of the mangrove swamp, Hatsaikhao, Ranong Province, T hailand, 7th XII, 
1982, Keiji WADA leg. 

Diagnosis.—Frontal margin of carapace trispinose. Telson oblong, and slightly con- 
vex on posterior margin. Uropod distinctly longer than telson, endopod lanceolate and 
evidently shorter than exopod. Ist pereiopod unequal; in larger cheliped ischium den- 
ticulate on ventral margin, merus armed with an acute proximal tooth on ventral 
margin, and both dactylus and fixed finger denticulate on cutting edges. 

Description.—The frontal margin of the carapace is trispinose (Fig. la-b) ; the rostrum 
is sharply pointed and triangular in dorsal view, reaching the level of the proximal one 
third of the eye-stalk, and a pair of frontal lateral teeth is obtuse, situated both at the 
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lateral one fourth. At some distance from the frontal margin the dorsal surface of 
carapace is convex. The cervical groove lies at the posterior one third of the carapace. 

The eye-stalks show an elongate triangle with an obtuse tip, extending forward to 
the level of the distal margin of the proximal segment of the antennule; the cornea is 
situated anterior to the midline. The 2nd segment of the antennule is slightly shorter 
than the proximal one, and the flagellae are about as long as the peduncle. The antennal 


Fig. 1. Callianassa (Callichirus) ranongensis sp. nov. a, carapace in dorsal view. b, same 
in lateral view. c, 2nd pleopod of males in posterior view. d, 6th abdominal segment 
and tail-fan in dorsal view. 
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peduncles overreach the antennular ones by the distal one third of the terminal segment; 
the scaphocerite is a small triangle in shape. l 

The 3rd maxillipeds (Fig. 2a) are typical for Callichirus s. str. The ischium and 
merus are broad, jointed each other to form a broad plate. The propodus is largely 
protruded on the posterior margin. The dactylus is sickle-shaped, terminated with a 
rounded tip. 

The 1st pereiopods are unequal and not different between males and females. In 
the larger cheliped (Fig. 2b-c) the ischium is smooth on the dorsal margin, while minutely 
denticulate on the ventral margin. The merus is oblong, and about one fourth the length 
of ischium; the ventral margin is smooth, provided with a proximal hook usually term- 
inated with an acute tip, and the dorsal margin is also smooth, largely concave at the 
proximal part. The carpus is broad, and about two-thirds times as long as the merus 
and 1.5 times as broad as long. The chela is also broad, slightly longer than the carpus, 
and slightly broader than long along the dorsal margin. The outer distal joint with the 
dactylus lies at the proximal two-fifths of the length. The fixed finger is denticulate 
on the cutting edge; the proximal tooth is noticeable in form, situated slightly below 
the outer distal joint. The dactylus is smooth and largely convex on the outer surface; 
the cutting ede is denticulate on the whole margin, and incurved distally. 

In the smaller cheliped (Fig. 2d) the ischium is denticulate on the ventral margin, 
while smooth on the dorsal margin. The merus is about as long as the ischium, and 
smooth on the dorsal and ventral margins. The carpus is broad, about as long as broad, 
and three-fourths the length of the merus. The chela is about as long as the carpus 
along the dorsal margin. The fixed finger is slender; the outer surface is medially beset 
with a row of hair-tufts, and the cutting edge is minutely denticulate outside. The 
dactylus is also slender; the outer surface is medially provided with a row of hair-tufts, 
and the cutting edge is also minutely denticulate outside. 

The 2nd pereiopods are chelate. The 3rd pereiopods (Fig. 2e) are simple; the pro- 
podus is broadened, the posterior margin of which is truncate, and the distal margin is 
largely concave at the middle. The dactylus is small and terminated with an acute tip. 
The 4th pereiopods are simple, and the 5th chelate. 

The ist pleopods in males are two-segmented, the distal segment is short and bilobed 
at the tip; the 2nd pleopods (Fig. 1c) are bifulcate in narrow foliaceous form, the exopod 
is simple, while the endopod is bilobed, bearing an appendix interna. The Ist pleopods 
in females are three-segmented in pediform; the 2nd pleopods are bifulcate in pediform, 
the exopod of which is simple, while the endopod bilobed, provided with an appendix 
interna, which is about half the length of the outer lobe. The 3rd to 5th pleopods in 
both sexes are bifurcate in broad foliaceous form. 

The telson (Fig. 1d) is oblong, two-thirds times as long as broad, the posterior 
margin is slightly convex. The uropods are distinctly longer than telson. The protopod 
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Fig. 2. Callianassa (Callichirus) ranongensis sp. nov. a, 3rd maxilliped in outer view. b, 
larger cheliped in outer view. c, same in inner view. d, smaller cheliped in outer view. 
e, 3rd pereiopod in outer view. 
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is broad. The exopod is about two times the length of the telson, and slightly convex 
on the inner margin; a proximal tooth is remarkable. The endopod is lanceolate in 
shape, about 1.5 times as long as the telson. 

The type series is designated as follows. 

Holotype: 16, tl 70mm, BLT 1704. 
Paratype: 56, tl 50-30mm, BLT 1705-09, 19, tl 65mm, BLT 1710. 
Type-locality: Hatsaikhao, Ranong Province, Thailand. 

Remarks.—The present species is related to Callianassa (Cheramus) joculatrix DE 
MAN from Indonesia area, because in the larger 1st pereiopod the ischium is denticulate 
on the ventral margin, and the merus bears a proximal tooth on the ventral margi, 
however DE MAN’s species clearly differs from it in that the tail-fan is not characteristic 
for Callichirus s. str. Concerning the thickness of the dactylus of larger Ist pereiopod 
the present species hints Call. (Cheramus) pachydactyla A. MILNE-EDWARDS from the 
Cape Verde Islands. 
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